~ THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS ' _  Luke 3:7-18 |
éephanish 3:14-20 @A~ P2

li?gy today are stnzggling-t..o. keep the real meaning of
Christmas in the forefront of their minds. le wors p
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regularly and that probably a iignA We don't want to be likn
the little girl who was on Sa.r@% Claus's lap. She give him a
long list of expensive things which she wanted for Christmas
and then without a word of appreciation she jumped off his lap
and started toward her mother. Her concerned mothsr spoke
quickly, "Honey, haven't you forgotten something? The little
girl thought for a moment then said to Santa Clause "Charge itv,
The meaning of Christmas has to do with heAvenly signs and
angels' songs. It has to do with startled shephnk- and kneeling
wise men. It has to do with 2 world alive with messages of
j divine perpose and promise,
"Sing unto the Lord, for he hath done excellent things"
witas Isaiah. "Sing, of daughter of Zion; shout for joy,
| O Israel, be glad and rejoice with all the heart, 0 daughter of |
Jerusalem, The Lord has taken away his judgements" Sings i
11
{ Christmas is the celebration of God's intervention in humen |
| affairs, That is the place to begin if we are to understand i ]
;maaning. It celebrates what God has done, 1
i The Jewish scholar, Montefiroe, has shown that, when compare
:t.oﬁ-ndaism, there is only one teaching we find in Jesus but do na‘)i:

fiad in Jew:.sh t.eachings before him, That is the teaching that J



i

= A
God is like a shepherd who goes out to look for the lost sheep.
Jesus zlways believed that God was a God of love and forgivenes

and, that, if a sinner repented, God would freely forgive him,
But Jesus taught that God would not wait for the sinner tc re-

rtt. He would go 2:'::; and seek the sinner to call him back.

Christmas is the gelebration of that time...those times..
when God reached out Bhru the baby in a manger. "God &8 loved
the world..«e«s"

In our day we have been impressed with man's accomp@ishments
- landing on the moon,, transjglants of human organs, the amaz-—
ing strides in communication - that we for_gat: how much those
events pale in comparison to$he significnce of that time when
the God of all that lives,"dves, and has its being, emptied
himgelf and became a tiny iafant,.

We are like thfrich man who was proud of his beautiful lawn

"I had those trees moved right here to my lawn he boasted,

' “had them set in perfect geometric fashion this way®. To which

]
the pasotr murmered, " My, My, it just goes to show you what
wonders God could perform if only he had money".
Before man begin his wandering on the earth and his dis-

Speilh
M of it, 4he stars were already shining their lighss of

beauty, the oceans were already filled with teeming l.ife, and
| God was already working out his purpoe and plan for creatlion.

Christmas is the celebration of what God has done in Jesus

Christ, Before the season is past, I hope you will recall those
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things God has done in your Jife, Whether or not you share
those intimate moments with others or not, it is important
for you to remember them,

Blaise Pascal had a remarkable spiritual experience in his
room one night,He called it FIRE IN THE NIGHT and wrote about
it. Then he sewed the written sccount into the lining of his
coat. All the rest of his life he could feel and touch the
erinkle of paper, but he never showed it to anyone. It was
discovered after his death, Pascal understood that sometimes
there ars things which God gives us that are too intimate to
share with anyone. They are part of us and our past and must
o Slsimed sl saSoyei o S Gd has SEEF o Bing us
to this point.

Christmas is a celebration of what God has done. It is alst
a celebration of what he will yet dg. Paul does not say any-
thing in his writings about the brith of Jesus, but he has
a good deal to say about when Christ shall return. In Phillip-
pians he writes: "Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say |
rejoices Let your moderation be known to men. The Lord is at
hand"

In 1916 the man whose invention led to the development pf
TV saids "...cemmer@ially and financially I consider televisior
an impossibility, a development of which we need spand little
time dreaming”.

In 1949 a respected science magazine said: "Landing and
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moving about the moon offers se many serious problems for

human beings, that it may take another 200 yesars for science
to lick them",

Some predictions in 1970 said: Inflation will level off
and average about 2%; two homes per family will become the
norm, But in 1980 they predicted: Double digit inflation
will continue. A manstie will dost §48 by 1990, & McDonald's
hamburger &ill cost ﬂS and a small color TV will cost $2000.

Who knows what the future will hold, Nobody knows..We only
lmow who holds the future, and that is God. We need not fear tl

fidwres 4 € Penney

the fiCRemmesy woke one morning to find that he was broke, It
gseemed to him 1life was st an end. His wife had died. He owed
7 million. He was e*:‘risoner in a sanstorium in Battle Cresk
Michigan., Penney wrote farswell notés and tried to take his
own life bat failed. Round the clock nurses were assigned to
hime One day as his lonelin?.sr:ﬁ?d in on him wore and more,
he walked down the hospital eaorider and heard singing coming

from the chapel¥
All you may need he will provide
God will take care of you
No matter what may be the test,
. God will take care of you.
M
Then he heard the text being read "“Come tg,all who labor

and a heavy laden, and I will give you rest",

Sa

Penney was set free, and his life began anew.

'

That is the message we want to hear concerming the futures
; "No matter what may be the i@st, God will take care of you",



pbhriatmaa is a celebration of what God has done, it is
a celebration of what he will yat. do. B&t it is also 2 celeb-
ration of God's presnce here and now., "They shall call his
name Bmmanuel - God with us", Those who experience Christmes
this year are the ones who will experience the rebirth of
Christ in thelr hearts,

Carl Michalson, a brilleant young t.heologia:} died in a
plame accident several years ago., He wes fond of telling
stories that% the difference the syes of faith make, He

wrotes
I once over heard a British sntertsiner telling about

her experiences toward the snd of WW II. She was going from
bedside to bedside in a Navy héspital. She came to one @eilor
who had lost both his eyes. She said to him: *is there anythin
I can do for you?® He replied, 4Can you%' She said
"lot every ml.‘l; but khat would you like?" He sald "Smiling
% She began singing and when she came to the lines
'those two eyes of blue come smiling thru' he stopped her
and said: *tell me, what Bhall I say to them when they ask
me the coler of my eyes? GShall I say they were blue or shall
I say they are blus?™ And she said, "You must tell them
that they were blue} "0 well", he said, "It doesn't matter,
I have bcome a Christian and intend to beqiminister and you
do not need syes to see God".
And Michalsen write: "That is just it. Nobody nseds syes
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to see God, no eyes, but the eygs of faith, Amd what are the

S

eyes of faith? The eyes of faith are the eyes that discemn
Jesus pf Hazareth, the one in whom God chose f5 make himself
present to us in our history and for our salvation.

How can we help but sing? Ho wonder the people were in
great expectation, as Like tells ag, a2s they heard John the
Baptist preach, God was ready to do something great in their
lives,

God is seeking to do something great inyour life, Open
yourself to Christmas. Open yourgglf/yd/¥id/Fffify heart to
the birth of Christ within,




